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In  Canada  and  the  United 
States  there  has  been  a  decided 
failure  to  appreciate  the  glorious 
part  which  the  English  people 
have*  played  in  the  Great  War. 
This  underestimate  of  England's 
role  undoubtedly  had  its  orig- 
in with  the  German  propagan- 
dists, and  it  has  obtained  a 
definite  vogue  with  the  few  Can- 
adians who  have  always  been 
cold  towards  the  Mother  Coun- 
try. In  resenting  this  slur  upon 
the  race  which  is  doing  so 
much  to  save  civilization  I 
speak1  not  as  one  of  the 
* 1  English-born, "  for  ancestors  of 
mine  have  lived  continuously 
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upon  this  continent  for  seven  or 
eight  generations.  I  do  not  say 
that  those  who  have  fallen  into 
the  habit  of  depreciating  the 
English  are  necessarily  pro-Ger- 
man, but  I  do  say  that  they 
reveal  themselves  as  hopelessly 
ignorant  of  the  war  and  of  Eng- 
land's history. 

If  we  consider  Haig's  Army, 
which  is  the  largest  of  all  the  Al- 
lied armies  in  the  field ;  if  we  re- 
gard Britain's  industrial  effort  in 
the  production  of  munitions  and 
other  supplies  for  her  Allies  as 
well  as  for  herself;  if  we  look 
upon  the  British  mercantile 
marine,  which  has  carried  20, 
000,000  troops  and  enormous 
quantities  of  Ally  supplies  to 
the  war  zone ;  if  we  remember 
that  the  efficiency  of  the  British 
Navy  has  made  the  continuance 
of  the  Allies  in  the  war  possible 
ever  since  the  first  week  of  the 
conflict — if  we  keep  all  these 
things  in  mind  we  must  admit 
that  Great  Britain's  contribu- 
tion to  the    Entente    cause  is 


greater  than  that  of  any  other 
nation,  if  not  greater  than  that 
of  all  the  other  Allies  put  to- 
gether. 

#     #  # 

Having  got  this  far  the  next 
step  is  to  recall  the  fact  that 
eight-ninths  of  the  people  of  the 
British  Isles  who  are  actively 
supporting  the  war  reside  in 
England.  This  calculation  as- 
signs less  than  one-tenth  of  the 
population  to  Scotland  and  in- 
cludes about  one-half  of  the 
Irish  population  as  enthusias- 
tically committed  to  the  Allied 
cause.  Upon  the  basis  of  this 
reasoning,  which  is  unanswer- 
able, eight-ninths  of  the  men  in 
the  British  Army  are  English- 
men, eight-ninths  of  the  men  in 
the  British  Navy  are  English- 
men, eight-ninths  of  the  men  in 
the  British  Mercantile  Marine 
are  Englishmen,  and  eight-ninths 
of  the  men  and  women  who  are 
furnishing  the  Allies  with  British 
munitions  and  other  supplies  are 
English.  In  brinirine*  out  these 
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facts  I  have  no  thought  of  di- 
minishing the  glory  of  the  Scot- 
tish people,  or  of  the  Loyalist 
Irish  of  the  north  and  south, 
whose  work  in  the  army,  the 
navy,  the  Mercantile  Marine, 
and  in  munition  making  and 
shipbuilding  has  been  unexcell- 
ed. My  sole  purpose  is  to  meet 
a  persistent  German  propaganda 
which  everlastingly  seeks  to  be- 
little the  ability  and  the  energy 
of  the  great  majority  of  the 
people  who  dwell  in  the  British 
Isles. 

•     *  « 

It  is  clear,  then,  that  the  navy 
which  has  saved  civilization 
throughout  the  world  struggle 
of  the  last  four  years  is  manned 
in  the  main  by  Englishmen 
and  that  the  Mercantile 
marine,  which  has  lost  more  than 
15,000  of  its  men  by  exposing  it- 
self to  the  German  submarine,  is 
manned  in  the  main  by  Eng- 
lishmen. Without  the  English 
in  the  navy  and  the  Mer 
cantile     Marine     the  Allies 
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could  not  continue  the  war  for 
another  week,  they  could  not  get 
men,  supplies,  or  food  across 
the  water.  The  largest  army 
in  France  to-day  is  main- 
ly composed  of  Englishmen,  and 
without  it  Germany  could  not 
have  been  prevented  from  cap- 
turing Paris  and  winning  the 
war  last  spring.  "Without  it  the 
Allies  would  have  no  chance  of 
crushing  the  Hun.  The  majority 
of  troops  from  the  British  Isles 
operating  in  Italy,  in  Mace- 
donia, in  Palestine,  in  Mesopo- 
tamia, in  Siberia  and  Northern 
Bussia  are  Englishmen.  Even 
the  Canadian  Army,  often  count- 
ed as  the  most  efficient  corps  in 
Europe,  is  nearly  half  composed 
of  the  English-born. 

*     #  # 

Of  the  8,000,000  men  whom 
Great  Britain  has  furnished  for 
the  war  over  7,000,000  must  be; 
Englishmen;  of  the  900,000 
British  dead  in  the  war  800,000 
were  Englishmen;  of  the  880,- 
000  casualties  suffered  by  the 
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British  Army  last  year  800,000 
must  have  been  Englishmen.  The 
fact  is  that  for  nearly  two  years 
past  English  troops  have  de- 
fended a  lion's  share  of  the 
Western  front.  The  English 
are  slow  at  self-advertisement. 
They  do  their  duty  quietly  and 
do  not  talk  about  it..  The 
war  correspondents  of  the 
London  press  take  it  for 
granted  that  the  English  city  and 
county  battalions  must  bear  the 
brunt  of  the  war.  They  know 
the  superb  fighting  qualities 
of  the  British  Guards.  They 
know  that  if  it  comes  to 
standing  firm  in  the  face  of  ad- 
verse events  no  troops  excel  the 
English  Territorials  or  the 
"cockneys"  of  East  London. 
With  characteristic  generosity 
they  "feature"  every  achieve- 
ment of  the  Scottish,  New  Zea- 
land, Australian  and  Canadian 
divisions.  I  do  not  overlook  the 
fact  that  the  Celtic  and  Do- 
minion troops  are  amongst  the 
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finest  in  the  world.  I  realize 
that  the  Canadian  Army, 
has  been  selected  for  many  diffi- 
cult operations,  and  that  it  has 
carried  ou+  those  operations  with 
a  skill  and  a  courage  which  have 
reflected  great  glory  upon  this 
country.  It  is  with  a  thrill  of 
Canadian  pride  that  I  recall  the 
second  battle  of  Ypres,  Vimy 
Ridge,  Courcelette,  Passchen- 
daele,  and  the  recent  victories 
before  Amiens,  Arras  and  Bour- 
lon  wood.  But  I  am  not  so  blind- 
ed by  provincial  prejudice  as 
to  deny  that  the  superb  Cana- 
dian Army  contains  the  large 
proportion  of  Old  Country  Eng- 
lishmen already  indicated,  or  to 
forget  that  many  people  in 
the  new  world  appear  compara- 
tively ignorant  of  England's 
tremendous  achievements  on  the 
land  as  on  the  sea. 

•     #  • 

England's  achievements  in 
the  production  of  food,  muni- 
tions, ships,  coal  and  other  war 


7 


supplies  represent  probably 
nine-tenths  of  the  output  of  the 
whole  British  Isles.  Nothing 
could  be  more  striking  than  the 
industrial  and  agricultural  ef- 
fort put  forth  by  the  English 
people  despite  the  withdrawal  of 
several  millions  of  men  for  ser- 
vice in  the  army,  in  the  navy, 
and  in  the  air  force.  It  is  sure- 
ly a  miracle  that  England  is  rais- 
ing almost  enough  food  for  her- 
self. English  plants  are  clothing 
the  British,  French,  Italian,  Gre- 
cian, Siberian  and  other  Allied 
armies.  These  armies  have  been 
largely  equipped  with  English 
guns,  and  rifles,  and  shells,  and 
aeroplanes.  Even  the  growing 
American  Army  has  been  uni- 
formed and  equipped  from  Eng- 
lish mills. 

Nearly  2,000,000  English  wo- 
men are  engaged  in  direct  war 
work.  I  saw  50,000  of  them  em- 
ployed in  night  and  day  shifts 
in  a  single  munition  plant  near 
London.  Nothing  comparable 
tc  the  efficient  war  contribution 
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of  English  womanhood  is  to  be- 
seen  in  any  other  country,  ex- 
cept Scotland  and  France.  It 
is  largely  because  of  the  reso- 
lute determination  displayed  by 
the  English  at  home  and  abroad 
that  the  Allies  are  now  in  a 
fair  -  way  to  end  the  war  with 
a  final  and  conclusive  victory 
during  the  coming  year. 
#     #  # 

If  we  go  back  to  the  great 
wars  of  the  past  we  shall  find 
that  it  was  the  work  of  England, 
assisted  by  Scotland  and  Ire- 
land, on  land  and  sea,  which 
brought  down  Napoleon  Bona- 
parte after  he  had  conquered  the 
most  of  Europe.  So  it  was  that 
the  English  armies,  under  the 
command  of  the  first  Marlbor- 
ough,- had  a  great  deal  to  do 
with  holding  Louis  the '  Four- 
teenth in  check.  In  the  glorious 
days  of  Elizabeth  it  was  the 
English  Navy  which  broke  the 
power  of  all-conquering  Spain 
and  reasserted  the  liberties  of 
the  smaller  nations.  Then  it  was* 
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that  Drake,  and  Raleigh,  and  Sir 
Humphrey  Gilbert  began  to 
carry  the  English  .  flag  to 
the  ends  of  the  earth.  Such 
Englishmen  laid  the  foundations 
of  the  British  Navy,  of  British 
trade  routes,  and  of  British  col- 
onies in  North  America  and 
other  parts  of  the  world.  Note 
well  that  the  English  did  all 
these  things  before  Scotland  and 
Ireland  came  in  with  their  spe- 
cial contributions  of  courage 
and  character — indeed  before  the 
British  Empire  included  any 
Scotland  or  Ireland,  or  Canada, 
or  New  Zealand,  or  Australia,  or 
India  to  increase  and  share  the 
common  glory.  In  succeeding 
generations  English,  Scottish  and 
Irish  have  proved  the  most  high- 
ly successful  colonizers  of 
modern  times.  They  have 
populated  great  tracts  of 
the  earth  and  built  up  autono- 
mous daughter  nations  which 
have  broken  all  the  precedents 
of  history  in  their  loyal  adher- 
ence to  the  Motherland  through- 
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out  the  most  terrible  of  devas- 
tating wars. 

#     #  • 

So,  too,  it  was  the  English 
who  worked  out  the  prin- 
ciples of  free  speech,  and  free 
parliaments,  and  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  at  home  in  Eng- 
land and  planted  the  seeds  of 
responsible  government  in  every 
quarter  of  the  globe.  Every 
free  legislature  of  the  world  to- 
day is  patterned,  more  or  less,, 
upon  the  Parliament  at  West- 
minster, which  is  justly  called 
the  Mother  of  Parliaments,  and 
which  was  an  English  legisla- 
ture before  it  became  a  British 
legislature.  Even  Sir  "Walter 
Scott  has  commented  upon  the 
genius  for  government  and  ad- 
ministration displayed  by  the 
English  as  distinguished  from 
the  Celtic  peoples. 

The  English  forced  Magna 
Charta  from  a  tyrannical  king 
long  before  other  people  began 
to  think  of  civil  liberty.  It  was 
an  English  king — Alfred  the 
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Great — who,  nearly  a  thous- 
and years  ago,  established 
trial  ^  by  jury  as  a  means 
of  justice  to  the  average 
citizen.  Cromwell,  Hampden 
and  Pym  are  merely  outstanding 
examples  of  those  doughty  Eng- 
lishmen who  down  through  the 
centuries  have  stood  for  the  in- 
dividual rights, of  the  ordinary 
man,  until  Great  Britain  has  be- 
come the  most  democratic  of 
nations  and  the  British  Empire 
the  only  truly  democratic  league 
of  nations  in  the  world's  history. 
#     #  # 

If  we  turn  to  other  fields  it 
was  the  English  who  gave  the 
English  language  and  English 
literature  to  the  British  Em- 
pire, the  American  Republic, 
and  the  world.  Speaking  as 
Rector  of  St.  Andrew's  Univer- 
sity Lord  Rosebery  has  said 
that  Oxford  and  Cambridge 
Universities  were  radiating 
sweetness  and  light  for  centur- 
ies before  civilization  began  to 
make  much  headway  in  Scot- 
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land.  The  English  gave  the 
English  Bible  to  the  Anglo- 
Saxon  world.  Chaucer  was 
an  Englishman,  and  so  were 
Shakespeare,  Spencer,  Milton 
and  Browning,  and  a  long  list 
of  poets,  philosophers,  scientists 
and  novelists,  who  have  set  the 
pace  for  the  Anglo-Saxon  world 
in  the  processes  of  civilization. 

In  the  light  of  this  fragmen- 
tary recital  of  England's  fore- 
most place  in  Britain's  achieve- 
ments and  of  Britain's  foremost 
place  in  the  world's  achieve- 
ments, the  German  libel 
upon  the  superb  English  race 
should  now  die  the  natural 
death  to  which  all  falsehoods  are 
ultimately  doomed. 

For  many  hundreds  of  years 
Englishmen  have  led  the  world 
in  many  of  those  things  which 
make  for  a  higher  and  freer  and 
better  civilization. 
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